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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, education, 
and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

From Your Pastor’s Desk…. 

November,  2020 

 Alli and I recently drove her out to the Seattle area so she could start her clinical rotations as she gets closer 
to becoming a PA.  After the long drive, we spent a few days just hanging out before her first day of work.  The stereo-
types about the weather in the Pacific Northwest are true – it was cloudy and misty every day.  We went on runs, ex-
plored Seattle, met up with a cousin of mine, and ran errands as she settled into the apartment she’ll be living in for the 
next four weeks before moving to another hospital.  It was a much needed few days of “nothing” but all too quickly she 

had to go into work.  

 

 She’s working from 7am – 7pm at this hospital and on her first day I drove her to work so I could use the car 
while she was away.  Other than writing the upcoming sermon, I didn’t have a plan for the day.  When the sermon was 
finished by 10am, I began to realize how long 12 hour shifts really are.  I felt the pressure to enjoy the free time and to 
cherish being somewhere new.  It was even a gorgeous sunny day for the first time all week.  And while I had nothing but 
time on my hands, I chose to do nothing.  I went for a run, took a nap, and then watched Netflix and soccer before making 
something for dinner.  When I picked Alli up from the hospital, she had a laundry list of experiences, thoughts, and feel-
ings about her first day.  It was chaotic and full of activity.  The more she told me about her day, the more I felt silly for 
doing so little.  When she asked me what I got up to during the day, I was almost ashamed to say that I did a whole lot of 

nothing.  Thankfully, she said “if doing nothing felt like the right thing to do today, I’m glad you took it easy.” 

 

 I think it’s all too easy to compare ourselves to others – to stack up our achievements, our place in life, and our 
habits to those of others.  If you’re my age, your Facebook is flooded with people you went to school with getting married, 
buying houses, and having kids.  If you’re not at that point or if you don’t think you’ll get to that point, there is a great 
temptation to feel like you’re falling behind.  Or even for day-to-day events, you can feel the pressure to be as busy and 
as productive as the people around you and you feel guilty if others seem to be doing more than you.  But the truth is that 
your success, your worth is not tied up in a comparison to what others are doing.  Give your attention to your own energy 
and your own accomplishments.  Celebrate what you are getting done without comparing it to other people and don’t be 
afraid to give yourself a break when you need one.  Practice self-care and take care of your own health rather than worry-

ing if you’re keeping up with your friends.  Plus, chances are it all evens out anyway.   

 

 After Alli’s week of 12hour shifts, I happened to be having a very busy day and she took the day to do nothing.  
She felt no shame because she knew she deserved it.  In the busy season ahead, in the crazy time we are in, give your-
self permission to have a “Do Nothing Day”… or five.  Take a little time to relax guilt free and leave tomorrow’s tasks for 

tomorrow.  Forget what others are doing and take care of yourself – I promise you, you deserve it.   

Pastor James 
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Elders’ Minutes from 10/27/2020 

Sami Petit, Michele Remter, Jim Muenster, Alyssa Seitz, Chelsey Thiel, and Pastor James in attendance.  

Pastor James opened the meeting with the Moravian Daily Text and provided a pastoral care update.  

We welcomed Alyssa Seitz to our meeting who is filling our vacant position for the remainder of the year.  

Confirmation continues to go well and Joey is scheduled to be confirmed in worship on 11/8. 

Pastor James also provided an update on the work surrounding Sunday school, youth group, and the bible study he is 

putting together.  

We plan to have our Thanksgiving Lovefeast on 11/22.  Snacks and drinks will be distributed like always, we just won’t 

be able to mingle as we typically do.  

Christmas 

We spoke at length about plans for Advent and Christmas.  For Advent, Pastor James will be asking people to send in 
their favorite Christmas carols with an explanation of why that song is special to them and we will uses those selected 
songs on the Sundays of Advent.  For Christmas Eve, we are planning on having services at 4:30pm and 7:30pm at 
the church with a 6:00pm Zoom service.  There will be a sign up for people to indicate which service they will be com-
ing to and if they plan on coming inside or listening on the radio.  This will help us ensure we have enough space to 
safely worship and socially distance.  We will be distributing candles like always and will have candles available for 

pickup for people worshipping from home.  The services will also be broadcast on our church’s Facebook page.   

Looking into 2021 

We discussed Church Council and how to safely meet as a congregation.  We won’t have the potluck as we typically 

do, but can meet in the sanctuary where we can spread out and we can also bring people into the meeting on Zoom.  

District Synod will be an online event from 4/23/2021 – 4/25/2021.  

 

Our next Elders meeting is 11/17 at 5:30pm.  

Pastor James closed our meeting with prayer.  

Submitted by Pastor James 
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November Birthdays 
 

 

11/4: Kelly Dombrowski 

11/6: Mark Schmit 

11/8: Russ Brugger 

11/14: John Behrent 

11/23: Dana Eggert 

11/24: Judy Buelow 

         Donald Behnfke 

11/25: Theoden Forbes 

11/26: Steve Carpenter 

No November anniversaries 

 

Think SCRIP Cards as Christmas Gifts 

 

Christmas is coming, Gift Cards make great gifts and stocking stuffers and can 
be used to order online! 
 

Please order your Gift Cards from the Scrip Card Program. 
Order sheets and envelopes are available in the Church entrance or can be 
mailed/emailed to you. 
 

Remember all proceeds go to the general benefit of our church. 
 

We will be placing only one order on December 7th. Please have your order and 
payment in by Sunday December 6th. 

Thank you 

Dear Members, 

With grateful hearts, we thank you for your kindness 

and thoughtful donation. 

In Appreciation,  

The Seymour Food Pantry 

Chimes Update from Jayne 

Pastor James and I have decided not to attempt gathering for Chimes rehearsals and recording our music for 

Christmas Eve.  

After thinking we might be able to practice socially distanced in the social hall, we realized that we have members 

who are caring for others or recovering from illness themselves.  We aren’t giving up, but it may be almost spring 

before we are together again.  This is a tough decision to make, but in light of all the challenges we face in our lives 

right now we feel it is the best.  

11/8:  Joe Tank Confirmation 

11/22: Thanksgiving Lovefeast ; snacks available but no ‘mingling’ 

Send in your favorite carols and why they are important; selections 

will be played during Sundays in Advent. 

Services on Christmas  Eve at 4:30 and 7:30 pm; Zoom at 6:00 pm 

(sign up as to which in person service you will be attending, please) 

  Social Distancing guidelines in effect for all in person Worship 
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurchsite.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


