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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

April 2020 

Chelsey 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

As we try to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the word “essential” has been part of 
the vocabulary in determining if something is worth breaking social distancing recom-
mendations. Going to the movies is not essential, but a trip to the grocery store is. 
You can’t self-isolate at home without food and other supplies. Similarly, if you work 
at a grocery store, your job has become more essential now than ever. We can’t buy 
the things we need in this challenging time without the hard work of people stocking 
shelves and helping us checkout. There are so many jobs that have been traditionally 
viewed as unskilled and disposable that have finally gotten their credit during this out-
break. So many jobs that are essential to our daily life and they cannot work from 
home like many of us. I’m grateful to those who continue to go to work, putting their 
health at risk, to provide goods and services that keep us healthy during this time. 
 
While we’ve spent time considering what is essential enough to leave the house for, 
all of the changes and limitations during this crisis has provided a fresh meaning to 
that word. Well, maybe not a fresh meaning, but at the very least a heightened 
awareness of the essential things in our life. As we isolate, change our work routine, 
or teach children from home, essentials that we didn’t realize existed are now long 
gone. Human connection is scarce or straight up not allowed. Providing for and being 
with our families in the midst of professional and academic changes is an immense 
challenge. And with all of these adjustments, with all of the ways we are being forced 
to decide what truly matters most, I think you’d agree that the health and well-being 
of our loved ones has emerged as the obvious essential. School, work, our normal 
schedules, they have certainly become an inconvenience and a burden, but they get 
dwarfed by the essential of knowing the people you love are okay. 
 
In the Moravian Church, the “essentials” define us. They are: that God creates, re-
deems, and sanctifies, and that we respond to those actions in faith, hope, and love. 
That’s it. That is the foundation of our church and nothing else matters unless they 
point to those six essentials. While we are going through a period where we can’t be 
together at church like normal, we are also given an opportunity to understand how 
those essentials between us and our Creator go beyond our church routine. Those 
essentials exist in our everyday life and we participate in them whether we can be in 
the sanctuary at 10 am on Sunday or not. 
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How will you embrace the essentials in your life in the days ahead? Personally, how 
can you adapt and sacrifice for the good of the health and well-being of your loved 
ones. Who do you know that would especially appreciate a call or text during this time 
of social distancing? Who might need you to go to the grocery store for them? Who 
needs to be told they are loved and they are okay even though they feel like they can 
barely keep their head above water these days? Think of the essentials of your faith 
as well. How are you maintaining your faith as we are distant from each other? How 
are you providing hope to the situation? How are you creating and celebrating love? 
Where are you seeing God in all of this? 
 
When we are left with nothing but the essentials, we are reminded how often we get 
worked up on things far less important. May this time when we are stripped down to 
only the most precious items in our life help us prioritize those essentials over every-
thing when life returns to “normal.” 
 

           Pastor James 

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATE  

First things first, I miss you all.  It is both strange and sad to rely on phone calls and 
emails to connect with you.  I hope you and your loved ones are doing well during this 
wilderness time. I’ve been praying for those isolated in nursing homes, for those who 
have had their work life change drastically, for those who will have their income seri-
ously effected by all of this, for those for who work has actually gotten busier, for those 
who are teaching kids from home while balancing their own work, and for our congre-
gation as a whole as we are apart.  Basically, I’ve been praying a lot.  

I’d also like to offer a few updates. 

Following consultation with the White House medical team dealing with COVID-
19, the PEC has urged us not to gather for worship or events at least through 
April 30

th
.   

1. We will post a recorded worship service on Fridays to our Youtube chan-
nel.  They will be roughly 30 minutes long with music and you will get an email with 
a bulletin to follow along at home.  

  
2. Starting this Sunday, we will have a live-stream option at 10 am.  This will be a 
service with prayer, readings, a sermon, and time to check-in with one anoth-
er.  The link to the live-stream will be in the email that has the bulletin for the rec-
orded service.  It will be on Zoom.com which will allow you to type prayer requests 
in a chat box. You can also call in on your phone and simply listen along.   

 
3. We will have our scheduled Holy Week and Easter services and I will also be re-
cording the Holy Week Readings for people to listen to at home.  While we will offi-
cially celebrate Easter remotely this year, I am thinking of having a Sunday in June 
that we can do something together to witness the resurrection with one another.   
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4. I will be working mostly from home in the coming days, but I am just a phone 
call, text, or email away.  Pastoral care will be remote for now as we follow the cur-
rent guidelines, but please let me know how I can be there for you and pray for 
you.   

 
5. Please do stop by the church if you can make a donation to the Freedom Food 
Pantry or a donation to our drive for the Alaskan Moravians.   

Stay tuned for more updates.  Please take care of your physical and mental health as 
best you can.  Hold each other in prayer and remember that we are blessed to be a 
blessing through all of this.  

 
           Pastor James 

 

     MARY AND MARTHA CIRCLE 

Because of the “stay at home” mandate from our governor, the Mary and Martha la-
dies have had to curtail some of their activities.   

However, we’ve been able to accomplish a few things.  We’ve assembled eight new 
silk arrangements for the sanctuary so when everyone is able to worship together 
again, they’ll be greeted with some bright and cheery, spring flowers.   

We, along with the worship committee, are working on assembling visitor bags to offer 
to newcomers worshipping with us.   

We have also purchased a subscription to the “Freedom Pursuit” for Pastor James 
and donated $50.00 for the church “Messenger.”   

Projects on hold are the Polka Band with potluck, and the annual rummage sale 
scheduled for May 7th and 8th.  If new dates need to be scheduled, you will be noti-
fied through the church newsletter or other means.  In the meantime, stay well and 
may the peace of the Lord be with you.   

  

    RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE 

We had the rummage sale scheduled for May 7 and May 8 and at this time, I am not 
sure of anything.  I will keep you posted.  Good time to clean a closet or a drawer 
and see if there is anything the church would be interested in for the sale.  If you 
have any questions, please call me at 920-585-6532. 

Thank you and Stay well. 

Judy Gonnering 
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            APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

4-1 Justyce Eggert  

4-1 Carly Dombrowski  

4-5 Judy Gonnering  

4-5 Reed Ambrosius  

4-6 Dylan Muenster  

4-11 Justin Busick  

4-12 Sami Petit  

4-12 Keiana Bernetzke  

4-13 Carl Lambie  

4-24 Lynne Behnke  

4-27 Bruce Eggert  

            

     APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

      4-28 Jerry and Cindy Bernetzke 

   

                  OFFERING 

Total needed per weekly offering to make 

operating budget is $1970 . 

            3-1 $1,029 

                    3-8 $1,370       

                3-15 $265 

    3-22 $530 

                     

 
Report any address, phone, email changes 
directly to the office or to 
 
 freedomcentraldata@gmail.com  
 
 
Changes include name, address, phone, 
email, marriages, births, baptisms & confir-
mations. Electronic versions of directory 
available on request!!  

Prayer Chain 

A prayer chain is a way for people to gain assistance in prayer for any serious and 

pressing problem. It is also a way for any person to act on God's command to love 

one another (John 13:34-35). Many people cannot engage directly in ministry but we 

can all pray. We can all take the time to help others and to make their time and suf-

fering valuable. Jesus teaches us that if we agree on anything and ask in faith it will 

be granted (Matthew 18:19.  Carol Jens is the first link in our Prayer Chain.  If you or 

someone you know is in need of prayer, please call Carol Jens (920) 570-5765.  As 

a courtesy to our prayer chain members, no  calls are made in the middle of the 

night.    

 

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/john/john13.htm#v34
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew18.htm#v19
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurch.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


