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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, education, 
and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

From Your Pastor’s Desk…. 

June,  2021 

June 2021 

I had my favorite teacher of all time in 4th grade.  His name is Mr. Madden.  Back then, I was known by my classmates as Jimmy, and it was the 

year in school that we read the classic book by Roald Dohl, James and the Giant Peach.  Out of nowhere, Mr. Madden started calling me 

“Peaches.”  (He also called my best friend “Cream” as we were always together, but that is a story for another day.)  I never really had a nick-

name before that and throughout the rest of my childhood I don’t think I acquired many others, but I always loved being Peaches.  Part of me 

thinks I loved the nickname because it was the only one I’ve ever had, but deep down I know my affection toward the name comes from the per-

son who gave it to me.  Mr. Madden was a remarkable teacher and is an even better person.  He taught me so much about nature, how to treat 

other people, and to always be curious.   

When I got ordained a few years ago, Mr. Madden made the list of people to invite.  We hadn’t crossed paths in years, but if nothing else it was a 

chance to let him know what one of his former students was up to.  Not only did Mr. Madden take time out of his Sunday afternoon to attend the 

service, he brought a copy of James and the Giant Peach for me.  When I opened the book, I found a Post-it note that said “as soon as I can find 

one, I’ll drop off a peach tree for you.”  I thought he was kidding and after a little while I forgot about it all together.  Just after I moved to Freedom, 

though, I got a text from my mom that said Mr. Madden had dropped off the peach tree at their house.  They made sure to find a home for it in 

their backyard.  Now that they’ve moved away, I don’t know how the peach tree is doing, but it remains one of the best gifts I’ve ever received.   

Mr. Madden has been retired for many years but still finds ways to educate kids.  He goes to school every year to plant a tree on Arbor Day, he 

provides wood-working lessons at a community center, and, almost 20 years after he was my teacher, he reminded me how one thoughtful ges-

ture can have such a lasting impact on someone.  I’d love to see the improvements we could make in our world if we all tried to be as caring as 

Mr. Madden.  Maybe one day I can grow a peach of my own and give it to him as a thank you.  

 

      

  Pastor James 
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Joint Board Meeting  May 11, 2021 
 

Present via Zoom: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Chelsey Thiel, Sami Petit, Alyssa Seitz, John Merkel, Rob Sprister, Norm Blohm, 
Shari Liesch 
 

Youth Group Update- Ryan Dombrowski joined us at the start of our meeting to give an update on the future of youth group. Ryan would like 
to get the Youth Group back in action with the help of Toni Micke and Pastor James. The tentative plan is to get the kids together to cook 
some simple meals, play games, and have a short lesson plan. He is tentatively planning to have a Youth Group get together in June, July, 
and August.  
 

General Updates  
Elders: pastoral care, worship, visitations-Pastor James shared pastoral care updates. Worship has not changed at this point. Pas-
tor James is in conversation with Marianne at Green Bay West regarding possible technology improvements to livestream our 
10am worship. 
Trustees: parsonage basement and roof-Pastor James gave an update that the parsonage basement did have some water dam-
age that the Trustees have handled. The parsonage roof also has some wear that was discovered on clean up day that will be get-
ting checked out. 
 

Approach to COVID-Pastor James shared the current vaccination and case rates in Outagamie County. We discussed our current methods 
and attendance. We still have several people worshipping via Zoom and several in the parking lot every Sunday with a group of about 10-20 
masked in church. The consensus at this time is to keep worship options/practices the same. 
Church Council-This coming Sunday 5/16 in the sanctuary and in the parking lot after worship. The meeting will be inside but, there will be 
runners available to take votes from the parking lot. The budget was approved virtually earlier this year. Pastor James will be sending out 
information later this week including current financials and a summary of our year in our review. The positions we will be electing are one 
Elder, one Trustee, and two CEC members. There have been nominations for each position as of tonight’s meeting.  
Special Synod - July 10th there will be a special virtual synod to discuss and vote on seminary in Bethlehem joining with a neighboring semi-
nary. Sami has agreed to serve as our delegate again for this meeting.  
 

Next Meetings: June 8th, 2021 
Elders: 5:30pm  
Joint Board: 6:00 pm  
Trustees: After Joint Board 
 

Pastor James closed our meeting in prayer. 

 
  Elders Update  - May 11, 2021 

 
Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Chelsey Thiel, Sami Petit, Alyssa Seitz 
 

Devotion and Prayer-Pastor James led us in devotion and prayer and then gave us a Pastoral Care update. 
 

Visitations- Pastor James is now two weeks out from his vaccinations so he is hoping to get out to do some more visitations as restrictions 
allow. 
 

Worship-No changes at this time. 
 

Youth Group-We will be meeting with Ryan Dombrowski during Joint Board regarding future of Youth Group 
 

Synod-Sami will be attending the upcoming special meeting. 
 

New Business:    We were joined by the Trustee’s at 6pm for Joint Board. 
 

Worship Update!!  Beginning June 5, Mask wearing in the sanctuary will be optional 
music and singing will also return!! 
At 10 am each Sunday There will still be a radio broadcast in the parking lot of the 
service and a live version  on youtube at https://youtu.be/o8dvxF8pf7s.  Zoom 
sessions at 9 am will discontinue 
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Annual Church Meeting May 16, 2021 

Pastor James Heroux called our meeting to order at 10:42am following worship service in the sanctuary. We surpassed the quorum of 22.5 

members. We had members attending in person, the parking lot, and on Zoom. 

Chelsey Thiel was appointed Church Council Secretary.  

Pastor led us in opening prayer.  

Norm Blohm and Rob Sprister volunteered as tellers.  

Year-To-Date Financials were reviewed and the floor was opened for any questions or discussion, there was none. It was noted our two unex-

pected expenses so far this year were the water damage clean-up to the parsonage basement and upcoming will be the parsonage roof replace-

ment due to damage found during spring cleanup.  

Pastor gave a brief summary of the 2020 Annual Report as well as a synopsis of where we are at so far in 2021. The floor was opened for any 

questions, there were none.  

Alyssa Seitz was elected to the Board of Elders. Jim Muenster and Michelle Remter both agreed to a second term as Elder. 

Ben Muenster was interested and nominated for the vacant Trustee position. There was some discussion regarding the bylaw that two family 

members cannot serve on the Joint Board at the same time. It was determined the rule applies only to family members in the same household. 

His nomination was approved. Ben was appointed pending his acceptance as he was not present. 

Dana Eggert and Toni Micke were elected to the Christian Education Committee. Deb Merkel has stepped down as Sunday School teacher. 

Pastor expressed our gratitude to those stepping off of boards and committees for their time serving our church. Pastor encouraged us to reflect 

on our goals as a congregation as to what we want our future to look like and also expressed his appreciation toward the congregation for con-

tinuing to trust the Joint Board’s Leadership. 

Pastor James closed our meeting in prayer. 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:06am. 

Submitted by Chelsey Thiel 

 

Trustees Meeting  May 11, 2021 

Pastor James, Rob Sprister, Norm Blohm, John Merkel, and Shari Liesch were in attendance.  

We began the meeting by going over a few year-to-date reports from Nancy and we expressed our gratitude for all of the hard work she puts in.  

In our discussion about the church grounds, we were happy with the lawn mowing schedule and would like to thank all those who take time cut-

ting the lawn around the church and parsonage.  The parsonage basement is completely dry and we decided to wait before replacing the carpet.  

Pastor James uses the basement for storage and has no need for carpet down there currently.  Rob has been in contact with companies who 

can restore the parsonage roof.  We’ve gotten a couple of quotes and will hopefully be able to get that project accomplished this summer.  Final-

ly, we discussed the vacancy we have on the board as we head into church council.  

Our next meeting is on 6/8 at 6:30pm. 

Submitted by Pastor James 
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From Your Church Historian, Shari Nachtwey 

Pastor Greg Behrend & Family 
Pastor Greg Behrend, presently serving at Our Savior's Moravian Church, Altura, Mn., has accepted the call to serve as a Church Planter of a 
new faith community in Wisconsin.  Greg will conclude his ministry in Minnesota on June 27, 2021.  He was consecrated a presbyter of the 
Moravian Church on March 20, 2021.  We wish Greg, Amy and children best wishes as they move on to specialized ministry in Wisconsin. 

 

Pastor Rich Thierolf & Family 

Pastor Rich Thierolf is retiring from active duty in the Moravian Church, effective June 30, 2021.  Rich has served churches in North Dakota, 
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.  He served Freedom Moravian from 1980 to 1990 and then accepted a call to De Forest Moravian where he 
served for 11 years.  He was then a pastor at Lebanon, PA for 10 years and became chaplain at the Moravian Manor retirement home in 
nearby Lititz where he has served since 2011.  Rich and Pam's daughter, Jamie, married Pastor Zach Dease and last summer they became 
parents of a daughter, Hattie Rose.  They reside in North Caroline where Zach is a pastor in the Moravian Church and Jamie is a school 
teacher.  Rich and Pam are looking forward to spending more time with Hattie Rose.  May God richly bless them.  

 

Pastor Duane Ulrich & Family 
Pastor Duane Ullrich is retiring from active duty in the Moravian Church, effective September 30, 2021.  Duane has served churches in North 
Dakota, New York and here in Wisconsin.  He served Freedom Moravian from 1990 to 2003.  The church is grateful for his 38 years of faithful 
service.  We send our best wishes to Pastor Duane, wife Susan and son Nathan in Staten Island, New York where Duane is still serving at the 
New Dorp Moravian Church.  May God Bless You!  

 

Mary Martha Update 

The Mary and Martha meeting, held May 19th was well attended since all members have now been vaccinated.  We shared a lunch together 
and celebrated Carol's birthday with cake and ice cream.   We reviewed plans for the Buelow Memorial Service which will be held on Satur-
day, June 19th at 1:00 p.m. The Mary and Martha Circle is hosting a luncheon that will follow the service and are inviting all guests to share in 
this time of food and fellowship.  
 
Plans for our annual rummage sale are moving forward with Jeannie Sprister in charge this year.  The event will be held August 5th and 6th 
and will include a bake sale and quilter sale.  As you clean your attics and garages this spring, please consider donating your treasures to this 
worthy cause.  
 
The Mary and Martha Circle donated $100 to Mt. Morris to support the construction of their new building.  All donations are being matched 
right now, so the $100 gift will become a $200 donation.    
 
Out next meeting is Wednesday, June 16th at 10:00 a.m.  All ladies are welcome to attend.  

 

Reminder: Jim and JoAnn Buelow Celebration 

In January of this year, two former members of our congregation passed away within two days of each other.  Jim and JoAnn Buelow were 

very active members for many years until their retirement when they relocated to be closer to their daughter.   They served countless hours on 

boards and committees.  Jim was an elder and trustee and JoAnn, also an elder,  was a Sunday School teacher and an active member of the 

Friendly Service Circle.  She was also in charge of some of our first rummage sales.  However, the role they both spoke about the most, was 

their time spent as youth counselors.  The youth group at that time was made up mostly of a large group of boys.  They took on the challenge 

and many of those young men, now reaching retirement, still remember their firm, but loving guidance and leadership.  On June 19th, Jim and 

JoAnn's cremains will be returning to Freedom Moravian for a memorial service at 1:00 in the afternoon.  Their family is inviting the Freedom 

Moravian congregation, friends and family to attend this service.  The Mary and Martha Circle is holding a time of food and fellowship follow-

ing the service.  Many of Jim and JoAnn's relatives, from all over the country, will be attending their celebration of life so hopefully many mem-

bers of Freedom Moravian will be present to welcome them.  It will be a great opportunity to share our memories and reconnect with their 

family.  Please mark the date on your calendar.     
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June Birthdays 
 

6/2: Chase Ambrosius 
6/6: Bob Brockman & Jim Anschutz 

6/8: Harry Brockman 
6/15  Dale & Dave Maass 

6/17: Logan Busick 
6/18: Sam Thiel 

6/19: Aurora Schmit 
6/22: Jody Eggert-Dahm 

6/23: Brooke Tank 
6/24: Darlene Schultz 

6/25: Pete Bolssen 
6/26: Zachary Busick 

6/27: Robin Behrent & Mike Mischnick 
6/28: Jayne Ewald 

6/30: Marilyn Zimmer 
 

 
 
 
 

June  anniversaries 

6/14: Chris & Pete Bolssen 

6/18: Jeanne & Rob Sprister 

6/27: Justin & Mary Busick 

Mens Group will meet on Satur-

day, June 5 in the Social Hall.  

Food , fellowship and biblical 

study will be on the ‘menu’.  All 

are welcome.  Mike Mischnick is 

the contact for this Ministry. 

(mmischnick27@gmail.com) 

Don’t forget to let us know of any address, phone 
number or email address changes.  
(freedomcentraldata@gmail.com) 

Electronic versions of the directory are available as 
are printed booklets….email to freedomcentralda-
ta@gmail.com for a copy of either . 

Watch for updates on Youth Group Meetings and Activities 

Current Joint Board– 2021 

Pastor James Heroux 

Elders:   Jim Muenster, Michelle Remter, 

Chelsey Thiel, Alyssa Seitz,  Sami Petit  

Trustees:  Rob Sprister, John Merkel, 

Shari Liesch, Norm Blohm,  

Ben Muenster  

Congratulations to Alyssa Seitz and Saman-

tha Merkel for obtaining their undergraduate 

degrees and to Carter Kositzke for graduating 

from Freedom High School.  We’re so proud of 

you!! 

Thank you to all the Prayer Warriors for being 
there for us throughout Ian’s journey.  We could-
n’t make the ‘trip’ without you!!  Ian and Nancy 
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurchsite.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


