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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

October 2020 

Chelsey 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Sundays are starting to feel normal.  I’ve 
gotten used to being in worship on Zoom 
and our hybrid of worship inside and on the 
radio.  It certainly isn’t the same, but the pat-
tern of it all has become normal.  And now 
that we are well into fall, other aspects 
about life are feeling normal again.  The 
leaves are starting to change colors, school 
is back in session, and on Sunday afternoon 
we’ve had the chance to watch the Packers play a little football.   

It seems like all is right in the world when you sink into the couch and settle in for 
three hours of football.  The stress of Monday and the chores that you’re ignoring all 
fade away.  And its even better when the Packers are putting up points, giving us rea-
son to believe another Super Bowl could be in their future.  And while we appreciate 
the sense of normalcy we get from watching the Green and Gold, that comfort was 
immediately ripped away when they reached the endzone.  For years, it has been a 
precious tradition for the scoring Packer to hop into the stand for a Lambeau Leap 
and to join the crowd of happy fans for a few seconds.  During their first home game, 
Aaron Jones scored the first Packers touchdown and climbed the wall for a Lambeau 
Leap into an empty stadium.  Just as soon as we were celebrating a score, not hav-
ing a care in the world, we were reminded of the world we currently live in.  A world 
where it remains too much of a risk for fans to gather at a stadium and where many 
of our normal activities still look vastly different.   

Maybe that has happened to you in the recent weeks and months – you are cruising 
right along, almost forgetting how challenging life is, and in an instant you are brought 
back to reality.  Maybe you start making plans with friends that you realize aren’t pos-
sible yet and you worry about when those old plans will be possible at all.  We recent-
ly gathered as Elders and discussed Christmas Eve and had several of instances of 
realization that our treasured Christmas traditions are going to look a lot different this 
year, even ones we didn’t consider being off limits during Covid.  We have indeed 
gotten used to the way things currently are, but we’re still vulnerable to being let 
down when we’re reminded of the things we would be doing in a normal year.  
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My prayer for you is that you not be overwhelmed by the sense of loss or helpless-
ness.  Mourn the things we are missing out on, but not without celebrating how we’ve 
adapted and made the best of the situation.  Be kind to yourself, knowing that we are 
living through unprecedented times.  Celebrate the touchdowns you’re scoring and 
don’t let the unique circumstances rob you of the credit you are due.  We are called to 
be joyful and we always have a reason to be hopeful.  Make note of the relationships 
and blessings that have flourished over the last six months, and make a promise to 
yourself that you will not let the longevity of this virus control your happiness.  

Hang in there and know you are loved,  

Pastor James 

************************************************************************************************* 

A Message from Your Board of Elders 

October 2020 

As the spiritual care providers of the congregation, we met recently to discuss how we 
can best offer our support to you.  We talked about pastoral care, communication, and 
took the time to consider how the pandemic has been impacting people in a variety of 
ways.  From our time together, we wanted to provide the following reminders/
updates.  

• Pastor James can be reached at (920-495-5400) or at pastorja-
mesheroux@gmail.com 

 

• Pastor James has office hours from 8am-1pm Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes-
day.  Friday is his day off and Thursdays are typically devoted to visits.  You are 
always welcome to stop by (socially distanced until further notice) or call the office 
phone (920-734-1278) if you’d like to chat with him.  

 

• If you or anyone you know would appreciate a call, contact an Elder or Pastor 
James directly and he will be in touch as soon as possible.  We can’t encourage 
this enough as we want to make all who are in need of care get the support they 
need.  

 

• Those who are homebound or isolated should expect a call/visit from Pastor 
James roughly once a month (this is an opportunity for monthly communion as 
well.)  Any members currently on the prayer chain or who are going through an ill-
ness or other challenging time will be reached out to every couple of weeks.  While 
these are our guidelines, they are flexible.  If you’d appreciate more frequent con-
tact or don’t feel the need for as much contact, let Pastor James know.   

 

• Here is a list of our members who are currently homebound for your address 
book.  You are welcome to reach out to them and let us know if someone should 
be added to the list.  
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Robert Brockman – 920 833 6856 

Lois Buelow – 920 716 435 

Barb Muenster – 920 733 5251 

LaVerne Muenster – 920 687 9401 

Louisa Schwalbach – 920 733 0236 

Bernice Uhlenbrauck – 920 733 0891 

Dean Wendt – 920 939 2177 

Dorothy Wendt – 920 833 6180 
 

• And finally, we are have a current vacancy on the Board of Elders that we are 
looking to fill for the remainder of 2020.  This would be an excellent time to try out 
the board to see what its like and there would be no obligation to run for the posi-
tion at the next church council.  If you are interested or know someone who would 
have the right gifts, let an Elder know.   

 

     If you have any questions or suggestions, we are always here for you and we ap-
preciate feedback on how we can best serve in this position of trust you have placed 
us in.  

***********************************************************************************************************

     BAZAAR  NEWS 

  
 With our annual chili supper/bazaar fast approaching, the Mary and Martha Circle 
has been busily preparing for the event.  Since there won’t be a sit-down meal, we are 
able to set up our bazaar display in the social hall.  We will be practicing safety pre-
cautions such as social distancing and face masks are mandatory.  Parking for the ba-
zaar will be in front of church so as not to interfere with the chili pick-up area in the 
west parking lot.  Entrance will be through the narthex and sanctuary into the east en-
trance of the social hall.  We are still seeking donations of the following items if you 
would like to contribute:  candy, pies, cookies, bars, quick breads and snack mix-
es.  Because of COVID, this year candy will be sold pre-packaged.  We are asking 
those who are donating candy to deliver it to church by Tuesday a.m. September 
29

th
 to allow us time to assemble it in containers.  Due to the increase in the cost of 

ingredients, we have had to increase our candy prices to $12.00 per pound.  Smaller 
amounts will also be available.  All other baked goods should be prepackaged, la-
beled and priced.  Suggested prices are listed below.  If you are unsure about prices, 
we can do that for you.  
                Pies:  (our most popular item after candy)  $10.00 each.  We will supply the 
  boxes for them. 
                Cookies:  $3.00 per dozen and $2.00 for ½ dozen 
                Bars:  $4.00 per dozen and $2.00 per ½ dozen 
                Quick breads:  $3.00 large and $2.00 small 
                Snack mixes:  $2.00 for 2 cup bag 
If you have any questions, please call Shari at 920-984-3848. 

It’s an unusual year but we hope to make the best of a challenging situation.  

 We greatly appreciate any way you can help. 
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Elders’ Minutes 9/22/2020 
 

Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Chelsey Thiel, Sami Petit, Michele Remter 
 
Devotion and Prayer-Pastor James led us in devotion and prayer.  
 
Before we started our agenda, we met with Ryan Dombrowski to talk about the future 
plans for youth group. He has some ideas and thoughts on how it could work if we get 
to a point when it will be okay for some of the kids to meet back in person, but still 
practicing social distancing, etc. This will be ongoing discussion as we see how the 
school year continues. 
 
Pastor James provided us with a pastoral care update. 
 
Old Business 
 

Pastor Contact and Visitation Expectations-Pastor James provided feed 
back to us that since putting more contact information in the newsletter he has 
had some folks reach out to him that he hadn’t previously and hopes this will 
continue. 
 
CEC, Sunday School, Youth Group, Confirmation-Currently Sunday School 
lessons are getting emailed out with a lesson that corresponds with the lesson 
for the week. Confirmation has also resumed. 
 
Elders Vacancy-We still have a vacancy on the Board of Elders and would love 
to have someone join us even if just in the interim until Church Council in Janu-
ary. If anyone is interested in trying out the position for a couple of months 
please let Pastor James or an Elder know.  
 
Document Organization-We are going to continue working toward better docu-
ment organization. Pastor James and Shari are going to be taking a look going 
through some of the files later this year to see what may still need to keep or 
not. We are also going to keep utilizing Google Docs and will work to get all of 
our important documents organized out there electronically. 
 
Cup of Covenant, Convocation-Pastor James was able to spend some time 
and fellowship with other Pastors in the area. 
 
Weddings-We had two weddings within the church in the past couple of weeks 
and both went very well. 
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CHURCH LEADERS 2020  

Pastor: James Heroux  

Elders: Jim Muenster, Sami Petit, Michelle Remter, Chelsey Thiel  

Trustees: Norm Blohm, Shari Liesch, John Merkel, Rob Sprister  

CEC: Jody Eggert, Darlene Missling, Brooke Tank  

Worship: Cathy Anschutz, Jeanne Sprister, Robbin Petit  

Financial Secretary: Beth Lillge  

Treasurer: Nancy Sibley 

Communications: Diane Brugger, Nancy Sibley  

New Business 
 

Sundays when Pastor James is away-Pastor James will be away October14-
21. In his absence on Sunday October 18, Sami will be trained on how to turn 
on and run the recorded sermon through the transmitter.  Pastor James is also 
looking anyone interested in recording themselves reading scripture so can use 
that as part of worship to switch things up a bit from him always reading. If inter-
ested in doing this please let Pastor James know. 
 
Worship for the fall/winter – We discussed at length the upcoming church sea-
sons and what services may look like. We are hoping to possibly reincorporate 
more of our typical type music as the holiday season approaches. We will con-
tinue the discussions and planning on this at our next meetings. 
 
Bible Study-Pastor James is working on doing some 2-3-minute recorded de-
votionals. 
 
Chili Supper-Plans are well are underway, just a few wrap items still being 
worked on.  
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 27 @ 5:30pm 
 
October Elder of the Month: Chelsey 
 
Pastor James led us in Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Chelsey Thiel, Board of Elders Secretary 
 

***********************************************************************************************************  
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            OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

10-3 Ben Muenster  

10-11 Cindy Bernetzke  

10-13 La Verne Muenster  

10-23 Mary Busick  

10-23 Alyssa Seitz  

10-25 Erin Steffens  

10-26 Chelsey Thiel  

10-28 Axzil Eggert  

10-30 Grayson Ratajczak  

      

   OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

10-2  Russ & Diane Brugger   

10-2  Brandon & Erin Conrad   

10-5  Mark & Sarah Schmit  

10-7  Joel & Darlene Schultz  

10-11 Ron & Shari Nachtwey   

10-14 Harry & Elaine Brockman  

10-21 Dean & Debbie Seitz   

 
 
Report any address, phone, email 
changes directly to the office or to 
 
 freedomcentraldata@gmail.com  
 
 
Changes include name, address, 
phone, email, marriages, births, bap-
tisms & confirmations. Electronic ver-
sions of directory available on request!!  

Prayer Chain 

A prayer chain is a way for people to gain assistance in prayer for any serious and 

pressing problem. It is also a way for any person to act on God's command to love 

one another (John 13:34-35). Many people cannot engage directly in ministry but we 

can all pray. We can all take the time to help others and to make their time and suf-

fering valuable. Jesus teaches us that if we agree on anything and ask in faith it will 

be granted (Matthew 18:19).  Carol Jens is the first link in our Prayer Chain.  If you or 

someone you know is in need of prayer, please call Carol Jens (920) 570-5765.  As 

a courtesy to our prayer chain members, no  calls are made in the middle of the 

night.    

                                   CHILI SUPPER 

Don’t forget about the Chili Supper curbside 

pick-up on October 1st.   

If you still would like to help by making 

something please contact Brittney Muen-

ster at 920-634-8872 to see what is need-

ed. 

http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/john/john13.htm#v34
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew18.htm#v19
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurch.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


