Spreading the Good News since 1866

April 2021
The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship,
education, and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church.

From the Pastor’s Desk:
They’re back. For months, I have gone running on the country roads around the
church only worried about staying warm and not getting blown over by the wind.
Thankfully, we didn’t get much snow this winter, so I never really had ice or hazardous footing to worry about. Those sorts of carefree runs are over, however. A few
days ago, I looked up and saw a handful of red-winged blackbirds hanging out on the
powerlines. For whatever reason, they just do not like me. It’s only a matter of time
before they have eggs they feel they need to protect. And by “protect” I mean “circle
above that tall guy running by and swoop down to smack him in the back of the
head.” So, if you see me running while hunched over and clapping, just know that it’s
not a weird, new form that I’m trying out, I’m just trying to stay alive.
Their return along with Easter Sunday quickly approaching really makes it sink in that
it’s been a full year since the pandemic took over our lives. Easter 2020 was the first
major event that got upended. For all of the frustration of not getting a normal Easter,
our services last year also bring back one of my favorite memories of our church.
With the sunrise service being my favorite part of the Sunday, I didn’t want it to be
canceled. I went over to the cemetery early Saturday morning and just recorded myself reading the liturgy. Then, I invited people to hop on Zoom.com at sunrise on
Easter day to watch that video. To be honest, I wasn’t expecting much. Who wants
to get up early to turn on their computer and watch a video of yesterday’s sunrise?
Boy, was I wrong. We had dozens of devices logged in, meaning we had even more
people than that for those who were watching the same screen. After a year of worshipping online, that remains our highest attended Zoom service – at 6:00 am to
watch a sunrise recorded by a camera phone. It was a special service to say the
least.
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Fast-forward to earlier in 2021 and I was on the phone with a funeral director in the area. He hadn’t worked with our church before but said the name felt familiar for some
reason. Then, it clicked. He remembered he joined the Freedom Moravian Church
for an Easter sunrise service years ago with his girlfriend’s family. He said he wasn’t
much of a church goer, but that service remains, by far, the best service he’s ever
been to. It is a special service.
This year, our sunrise service might look like the closest thing to normal that we’ve
seen in a year. We’ll be masked and we won’t start the service at church, there won’t
be a brass band and we won’t have breakfast afterwards, but we’ll be together watching the sun usher in a new day. We’ll name loved ones who have entered into eternal
life with their Savior. We will be with each other once again. It will be a special service – and I invite you to join us. At 6:20 am on Easter morning at the cemetery, it will
be good to see you.
Pastor James
Holy Week Worship Schedule
As we welcome folks back inside the sanctuary for services, we will continue to provide a variety of worship opportunities. If you plan on coming inside, please wear a
mask and socially distance with your family. We will also refrain from singing until
vaccination rates are higher in the area. We are going to start recording the Zoom
services to be used as our YouTube services. This means we won’t have the service
posted a couple days beforehand, but it will get online the same day of the service.
Palm Sunday (4/28):
9:00 am on Zoom (this service will be recorded and posted to YouTube after)
10:00 am at church (on the radio and in the sanctuary)
Holy Week Readings: Pastor James will email out a resource from the Interprovincial
Board of Communication. Each night will be hosted by a different Moravian Church.
Maundy Thursday (4/1):
6:00 pm on Zoom (this service will be recorded and posted to YouTube after)
7:00 pm at church (on the radio and in the sanctuary)
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Good Friday (4/2):
12:00 pm on Zoom (this service will be recorded and posted to YouTube after)
1:00 pm at church (on the radio and in the sanctuary)
Good Friday Tenebrae (4/2):
6:00 pm on Zoom (this service will be recorded and posted to YouTube after)
7:00 pm at church (on the radio and in the sanctuary)
Easter Sunday (4/4):
6:20 am Sunrise service at the cemetery (we will not be meeting at the church first)
9:00 am worship on Zoom (this service will be recorded and posted to YouTube after)
10:00 am at church (on the radio and in the sanctuary with overflow viewing in the social hall)
Elders’ Update 03/09/2021
Present: Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Chelsey Thiel, Sami Petit, Alyssa Seitz
Devotion and Prayer-Pastor James led us in devotion and prayer and then gave us a
Pastoral care update.
Pastor James has been talking with Ryan Dombrowski regarding youth group and
possible options for doing some outdoor activities as the weather gets nicer as well as
some other options.
Church Gatherings-Lent bible study-has been meeting on Wednesday nights on
Zoom. Mary & Martha and the Men’s Breakfast have held some gatherings at church
following best practices.
Pastoral Schedule-We had some discussion regarding how Pastor’s schedule may
need to adjust as hopefully he will be able to spend more time getting out to visit as
members and friends have vaccines. It was decided to see how things go over the
next couple weeks but, the best option to save some prep time needed each week
may be to record the Zoom service on Sunday morning to post later after the 10 am
on Sunday morning. This would mean that the recorded service would only be available after church on Sunday instead of the Friday before.
We were joined by the trustee’s at 6pm for Joint Board.
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Joint Board Meeting—March 9, 2021
Pastor James, Jim Muenster, Sami Petit, John Merkel, Rob Sprister, Shari Liesch,
Alyssa Seitz, Norm Blohm, and Chelsey Thiel were in attendance on Zoom.
Pastor James gave a pastoral care update.
Worship Update-We discussed the current COVID cases and the general decline we
are seeing towards less cases as well the continued increase in vaccination. It was
decided to reopen the sanctuary for in-person worship starting Palm Sunday, March
28. Masks and social distancing will be required.
Easter Sunday Worship-The schedule will be as follows:
Sunrise Service-6:20 am will be fully held at the Cemetery (we will NOT be meeting
at church first). Masks and social distancing will still be required.
9am-Easter Zoom Service
10am-Easter Worship-The sanctuary will be open for worship with masks and distancing. The joint board will be helping to seat people to maintain social distance so it
will be first come first serve and if we run out of pew space for social distancing in in
the sanctuary there will be some overflow to the social hall and the parking lot option
will remain available as well.
Church Council-We are still planning for church council on May 16. It will be determined at a closer date if it will be inside/outside or a combination of both.
Annual Report-The report was sent into The Province. Thank you to Nancy Sibley for
her work on that.

Pastor James will be away March 15-March 22 on vacation with his family. Sunday,
March 21 Sami and Robin Petit will take care of playing the services for Parking Lot
Service at 10 am and the YouTube recorded service will also still be available. There
will not be a 9 am Zoom on March 21.
The Joint Board approved Pastor James request to use church to hold a small memorial service for his uncle with his family on Saturday, April 10.
Our next meetings will be April 13, 2021:

Elders: 5:30pm
Joint Board: 6:00 pm
Trustees: After Joint Board
Respectfully Submitted,
Chelsey Thiel, Board of Elders Secretary
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Board of Trustees
3/9/2021 Minutes
We spent some time reviewing our financial reports for the beginning of 2021 with a
great thank you to Nancy for her excellent work. We also wanted to say thank you to
those who have helped shovel and blow snow, to the Mary and Martha Circle for offering to pay for the furnace repairs, and to the Quilters Group for paying the snowplowing bill. We discussed projects we could accomplish on a Spring Clean Up Day and
invite anyone who’d like to help to join us on 4/24 at 8 am to take care of some things
around the church grounds. We also gave our blessing for Pastor James to hold a
memorial service at the church on 4/10 to celebrate the life of his uncle. Our next
meeting is on 4/13 after our Joint Board Meeting.
Submitted by Pastor James

MARY AND MARTHA CIRCLE
The Mary and Martha Circle met March 17th after a six-month hiatus. We've donated
$100 to the Cerebral Palsy telethon and $677.43 to our church for unexpected furnace
repair. One of the upcoming events we are helping to organize is the June 19th memorial for former members, Jim and JoAnn Buelow. We will be hosting a social gathering for friends and family following the service. The other event we are planning is a
rummage sale. Because last year's July sale was successful, we are again planning a
summer sale, which is tentatively scheduled for August 5th and 6th. Any questions
can be directed to Jeannie Sprister who has graciously volunteered to be in charge
this year. The next Mary and Martha meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April
21st. All ladies are welcome to join us.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
4/28 Jerry & Cindy Bernetzke

4/1 Justyce Eggert
4/1 Carly Dombrowski
4/5 Judy Gonnering
4/5 Reed Ambrosius
4/6 Dylan Muenster
4/11 Justin Busick
4/12 Sami Petit
4/12 Keiana Bernetzke
4/13 Carl Lambie
4/24 Lynne Behnke
4/27 Bruce Eggert
Prayer Chain

A prayer chain is a way for people to gain assistance in prayer for any serious and
pressing problem. It is also a way for any person to act on God's command to love
one another (John 13:34-35). Many people cannot engage directly in ministry but we
can all pray. We can all take the time to help others and to make their time and suffering valuable. Jesus teaches us that if we agree on anything and ask in faith it will
be granted (Matthew 18:19). If you or someone you know is in need of prayer,
please call Pastor James (920)495-5400, or Carol Jens (920)740-7981. As a
courtesy to our prayer chain members, no calls are made in the middle of the night.

Report any address, phone, email changes directly to the office or to
freedomcentraldata@gmail.com
Changes include name, address, phone, email, marriages, births, baptisms &
confirmations. Electronic versions of directory available on request!!
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH
W3471 Center Valley Road
Appleton, WI 54913
Phone: 920-734-1278
Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com
www.freedommoravianchurch.org

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love.

