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Spreading the Good News since 1866 

The Freedom Moravian Church is a Christian Community seeking together to discover Jesus Christ through worship, education, 
and fellowship; so that all may know they are loved by God and become responsible members of His church. 

From Your Pastor’s Desk…. 

March, 2020 

The season of Lent is officially upon us.  A word of thanks goes to our chimes choir for their 
beautiful music, the worship committee for refreshing our worship space, and to Fred for helping me 
when I was struggling to get the right mixture for the ashes.  Our Ash Wednesday service was an 
opportunity to reimagine our experience of Lent.  When we are so often told it is a time to give 
something up, to sacrifice more, we were asked to consider what positives we can add to our lives 
as we approach Easter.  How can you make a change for the good so that you are celebrating the 
empty tomb as a better version of yourself? 

 Part of fully appreciating the miracle of Easter comes with how you prepare for such a life 
changing event.  Lent allows you to look deeper into your faith and helps you connect with the pain 
and suffering of Jesus.  Understanding what he went through for us defines the Easter story and his 
resurrection is meaningless unless we face the reality that his life was fully lost before he defeated 
death.  You cannot celebrate his entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and skip to his resurrec-
tion on Easter and claim to value the full meaning of his passion and sacrifice.   

 Moravians are known as Easter people for our deep appreciation of Holy Week.  Congrega-
tions around the world gather each day of that special week to go over the readings – to contem-
plate the final days of Jesus’ life.  The culmination of this process is reflecting on the final hours, the 
final breaths of our Savior as he hung from the cross to save us.  I assure you Easter Sunday has a 
special meaning when you’re willing to meditate fully on the death of Jesus as recorded in the gos-
pels.   

 I invite you to join us for our Tenebrae service on Friday, April 10
th
 at 6pm.  You will hear ac-

counts from different gospels as Jesus takes his steps toward the cross and says his last words.  As 
we inch closer to his crucifixion, we extinguish candles one by one as we sing hymns.  Eventually, 
Jesus breathes his last and we have the challenging task of watching the Christ candle go out be-
fore we leave in silence.  It is a difficult service, but a necessary one.  Jesus has to lose his life for 
there to be the miracle of the resurrection – it’s not Easter unless we face the fact that our Savior 
suffered the worst death we could imagine.  I promise you after attending this service, saying the 
words, “the Lord is risen” will transform Sunday morning into something even more wonderful.   

Journeying through Lent with you,  

Pastor James 

     

          ‘Do not despair.  We are an Easter people and alleluia is our song.’  
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 Elders Meeting—February 11, 2020 
Pastor James & Sami led us in opening devotions.  

Old Business  

Church Council-It was decided at church council Fred will stay on as an Elder until we are able to appoint some-
one or until next church council if needed. 
Confirmation-Pastor James reported confirmation is going well, date of confirmation is to be determined. 
District Synod-April 23-26, Sami Petit will be our delegate, Pastor James will be there as well so will have a substi-
tute Pastor on April 26.  
Alaskan Donations-We are still continuing to collect items for Alaska-including socks, underwear, and t-shirts for 
ages 2-12. Monetary donations welcome as well for shipping which will take place in May or June. The table for do-
nations is setup in the Narthex, please take a look and drop off items there.  
Lent Season –Schedule as follows: 

Ash Wednesday -Feb 26 at 7pm 
Wednesday Evenings during lent- bible study with meals from 5:30pm-6:30pm. 
Maundy Thursday- April 9 at 7pm with communion 
Good Friday -April 10 with communion at 1pm and Tenebrae at 6pm 
Easter Sunday April 12-Sunrise 15 minutes prior to sunrise at 6:00am & 10am worship  

Good Friday – We discussed Good Friday and the lack of attendance at the Tenebrae Service and decided to try to 
moving it to 6pm for this year.  

New Business  

Tricklebee Visit-We looked at possible dates to make a trip to Tricklebee possibly April 18. The time would be 2-
5pm approximately. We would eat and then help with possible variety of tasks.  
Board Sizes-It was discussed to possibly unify to one board for elders/trustees, or downsizing amount of board 
members. We will discuss this more at Joint Board. 
Time Away-Pastor James will be away March 20-27. Sunday, March 22 will be special music. He will also be 
away April 23-26 for District Synod and September 22-25 for a Racial Injustice Pilgrimage in Atlanta, GA which is 
mandated from Synod that all active clergy attend. 
We discussed positions on the Elders Board and it was decided Jim Muenster will take over as Vice-President  and 
Chelsey Thiel remain as secretary for this year.  

Our next Elders meeting will be March 31 at 5:30pm.  March Elder of the Month:  Fred; 
April: Chelsey 

Pastor James led us in closing prayer and adjournment. 

Chelsey Thiel 

 

 
Church Leaders 2020 
 

Pastor James Heroux 

Elders: 
Fred Ewald 
Jim Muenster 
Sami Petit 
Michelle Remter 
Chelsey Thiel 
 

Trustees: 
Norm Blohm 
Shari Liesch 
John Merkel 
Rob Sprister 
Marilyn Zimmer 

Cec: 
Jody Eggert 
Darlene Missling 
Brooke Tank 

Worship: 
Cathy Anschutz 
Jeanne Sprister 
Robbin Petit 

Financial Secretary 
Beth Lillge 

Treasurer 
Nancy Sibley 

Communications: 
Diane Brugger 
Nancy Sibley 

Rummage Sale Coming May 7 & 8!! 

If you’re cleaning and throwing 

things out, remember your church.  

We won’t take clothing but would 

appreciate any other interesting 

‘stuff’!!  

Make sure we know what it is (a la-

bel) if it’s something from long ago 

that we would not recognize (it has 

happened, folks!!)   

More information to following the 

Sunday bulletins and the April Mes-

senger!!   Contact   Judy Gonnering 
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Worship Committee—February 23, 2020 

Present: Pastor James Heroux , Cathy Anschutz, Jeanne Sprister, Robbin Petit  
Jeanne Sprister welcomed to committee. Reviewed worship committee duties and parament 
schedule.  
 

Paraments changed. Lenten decorations put up.  
 

April 5
th
 the worship committee will sponsor the social hour.  

 

Reviewed worship times for the Lenten/Good Friday services. 
 

Pastor James will put an announcement in the Messenger regarding the Tenebrae service and an 
explanation of what it is about.  
 

Palms will be ordered for Palm Sunday by Cathy.  
 

Visitor gift bags- Cathy Anschutz discussed an idea from Shari Nachtwey about having gift bags 
for visitor to our church that would include info about the Moravian Church, info about our church 
with Worship schedule etc as well as some smaller items included in the bag. The Mary and Mar-
tha group would help purchase items for the bags. The bags would be kept out in the narthex and 
could be given by Pastor James or others when we see visitors. We will move forward with this 
idea.  
 

Reviewed upcoming events in the church calendar.  
 

Next meeting- March 29th at 1100  
 

     Robbin Petit 

Mary and Martha Circle:   
 
 
 

   

The Mary and Martha Circle had their first meeting of the new year on Wednesday, Feb. 
19

th
.  We are happy to  report earning $431.00 from our 3 soup sales.   We want to thank those 

folks who helped us with preparing the soup.  Special thanks to :  Rob and Jeannie Spris-
ter,  Steve and Terri Carpenter, Fred Ewald and Darlene Missling.  The money earned will be 
split among the following:  Messenger newsletter, heat for the church and basket raffle items.   
 

We will be preparing a meal for the April 8
th
 mid-week Lenten service.  We voted to donate 

$100.00 to the C. P. Telethon in March.  Funds were allocated for new spring floral arrange-
ments for the sanctuary.   
 

On Sunday, March 22
nd

, we will host a potluck meal following our polka band service.  Please 
join us and bring friends and family to enjoy the polka music, food and fellowship.  Please con-
sider giving a free will donation to the band for their performance.  
 

 We are exploring the possibility of providing “visitor bags” for non-members  attending our ser-
vices.  We hope to co-ordinate this project with the worship committee.   
 

The dates set for our annual rummage sale are Thursday, May 7
th
 and Friday, May 8

th
.  There 

are many opportunities for you to help with this project.  Any questions can be directed to Judy 
Gonnering,  920-585-6532. 
 

Shari Nachtwey 
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Ushers and Greeters 
March through  May 

Report any address, phone, email changes 
directly to the office or to  

freedomcentraldata@gmail.com 
 

Changes include name, address, phone, 
email, marriages, births, baptisms & 
confirmations.   Electronic versions of 

directory available on request!! 

March Birthdays 
 

3/2: Chris Blomn 

3/3: Keith Bernetzke 

3/7:  Jeanne Sprister 

3/16: Tracy Maass 

3/20:  Kris Terpstra 

3/25: Fred Ewald 

Dorothy Wendt 

Lilli Kositzke 

3/30:  Arden Fiestadt 

Karen Muenster 

3/31:  Andy Ambrosius 

 
March 1:  The Seitz Family 
March 8:   Rob & Jeanne Sprister 
March 15:  Sam & Chelsey Thiel 
March 22:  The  Micke/ Kositzke Family  
March 29:  Cathy Anschutz & Carol Steffens 
 

April 5:  Andy & Crystal Ambrosius 
Maundy Thursday:* 
Good Friday: 1 pm:* 
Good Friday 7 pm: * 
April 12 Sunrise* 
April 12 10 am:  Bruce Eggert Family 
April 19:  Don & Lynne Behnke 
April 26:  John & Robin Behrent 
 

May 3:  Jim & Deb Bernetzke 
May 10:  Cindy & Jerry Bernetzke 
May 17:  Norm & Chris Blohm 
May 24:  The Brugger Family 
May 31:   Mary & Justin Busick 

 
Please be at church by 30 min. early;  greet wor-

shippers and distribute bulletins. Thank you!! 
*let the office know if you can serve any of 

these dates/times 

  

Thank You 
 
“Freedom Food Pantry is fortunate to have such a 
generous community. We have so many to thank 
for the wonderful donations during 2019 and con-
tinuing into 2020. 
 

Freedom Moravian Church is among 
these  awesome groups. Thank you for your con-
tinued support! 
 

To get additional information: Find us on Facebook 
or under townoffreedom.org.  Click on menu and 
Freedom Food Pantry.”    
                                           Jayne at the Pantry 
 

No anniversaries 

 

Prayers for Bernice Uhlenbrauck and her family fol-
lowing the loss of her son, Bob. 

March Elder: Fred Ewald  

Lenten Bible Study on Wednesdays, beginning 

March 4, throughout Lent.  Join us for the series 

beginning at 5:30 pm.  A light meal will be 

available .   

http://townoffreedom.org/
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Make a Note of these Dates 

 
March 1:  Worship w/ Communion, baptism @ 10 am  

March 3: 5:30 pm Joint /board Potluck 
: Trustees meet @ 6:30 pm 

March 4:  Lenten bible study/meal  @ 5:30 pm/Chimes* 
March 8: Worship @ 10 am; SPRING AHEAD 
March 11:  5:30 pm Lenten bible study/meal 

March 15:   Worship @ 10 am 
March 18:  Lenten bible study/meal @ 5:30 pm/Chimes* 
March 19:  Prayer shawl @ 4:15– Copper Rock North 
March 22:  Polka Worship @ 10 followed by potrluck 

March 25: Lenten bible study/meal/Chimes* 
March 29:  Worship @ 10 am  

11 am Worship Committee 
March 31:  Elders @ 5:30 pm 

*Chimes @ 6:30 pm 

 
Weekly Offerings to meet  

budget : $1875 
 
 
1/26: $1825 
2/2:  $2054 
2/9:  $707 
2/16:  $1221 
2/23:  $1664 
Ash Wednesday:  $419 

 

March, 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

110 am wor-

ship with Com-
munion 

 
 

2 35:30 Joint 

Board 

6:30 Trustees 

4 
5:30 Bible/

Lenten meal 
Chimes 6:30 

5 6 7 

8  
10 am Worship 

Daylight Sav-

ings Time! 

9 10 11 
5:30 Bible/

Lenten meal 

12 13 14 

15 
10 am Worship 

16 17 18 

5;30 Bible/
Lenten meal 
Chimes 6:30 

19 
4:15 Prayer 

Shawl @ Cop-
per  Rock 

20 
Pastor gone 

until 3/28 

21 

22 10 am 

Polka band; 

potluck  

23 24 25 
5:30 Bible/

Lenten 
Chimes 6:30 

26 27 28 

29 
10 am Worship 

11 Worship 
Committee 

30 31 
5:30  Elders 

meet 
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FREEDOM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

W3471 Center Valley Road 

Appleton, WI  54913 

Phone: 920-734-1278 

Email: freedommoravian@gmail.com 

www.freedommoravianchurchsite.org 

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, love. 

 


